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attempt to eome to terms with the Cabinet of Vienna by
confidential means. He commissioned Biron Herring to
convey to the Austrian Government the following proposals,
whereupon peace negotiations might be founded: Austria
not to cede any territory, except Venetia, nor to pay any
war-indemnity; Prussia to adopt the Main as the limit of her
hegemony; Southern Germany to be left to itself, Austria
being allowed to enter into relations with it; all this
however, upon condition that France was to have nothing
to do with the conclusion of peace. These proposals caused
agreeable surprise in high quarters at Vienna. But Prince
Maurice Esterhazy, who had great influence upon the
Foreign Minister, received their bearer very coldly, kept
him waiting thirty hours for an answer, and finally dismissed
him with a few evasive phrases, and the statement that
Austria could only send a negotiator to Prussian head-
quarters on receipt of an official invitation. Herring
hurried off to Nikolsburg (where headquarters were by
that time established), but arrived there a little later than
Benedetti, Napoleon's agent, and was told: " If you had
made your appearance an hour earlier the negotiations
would have taken quite another turn. Having accepted
France's intervention, we can no longer dispense with it."

Napoleon now proposed an armistice on the following
terms; preservation of Austria's territorial integrity, her
withdrawal from the League of German States, creation of a
North German Confederation under the military leadership
of Prussia, and permission to the Southern German States
to constitute an international independent Union. There
was no mention of any territorial aggrandisement to Prussia.
This, however, had become a condition of the first moment
to the King, since his victories; indeed he and his generals
demanded more, in that direction, than Bismarck deemed
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